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WAR TAKES HEAVY DEATH TOLL OF MILITARY SURGEONS
In Their Efforts to Save Life They

Expose Themselves on the
Actual Firing Line

ByJOHN WALKER HARRINGTON
military surgeon, according

THE that revised art of war
which began to be on a fateful

August day three years ago. Is no
longer the neutral mlnlstrant to the
wounded. Ho Is a leader of men, for
he sustains the morale of troops, he
restores the slightly Injured as speed-

ily as he may to the fighting line, and
he fits his fellow soldiers for their
trade.

Therefore he Is marked for death by

a savage foo Just as though his scalpel

wre sword and his tourniquet were

trigger. Tho military necessity of

Kalierlsm demands the torpedoing of

the hospital ship, the shelling of the

ambulance unit, tho bombing of the
dugout where tho maimed are In ref-

uge. Hence It Is that In this tragedy
of Europe tho casualties In the medical
profession have been much greater
than In any other, war. for they are
relatively equal to the mortality
among officers of the line and greatly
exceed that of the staff.

The army surgeon, whether ho be
with troops In tho charge or far back
from the front, Is exposed to peril, for
In these days or long range weapons
safety Is not assured by distance nor
by the dictates of humanity. The sur- -

rmnn volunteer who HTO going from
this" country to All the depleted ranks i

of their brethren aoroaa are inereiore
Knights of tho Great Adventure whose
chivalry Is a rally of e.

The army surgeon of the new order
was revealed last Thursday at the

'

medical college of Cornell University
In a lecture delivered by Col. T. II.

, Goodwin, D. 8. O., an officer of tho
Royal Army Medical Corps of Great

' Britain, who has been on the western
front ever slnco tho war began. To
th observations of Dr. Goodwin are
added those of prominent surgeons of

k

this city who havo themselves been
on the firing line with the Allies and
of one who saw the work of the
legions of the modern hospitalers.

Sara-eon- at the Forefront.
The lecture delivered by Col. Good-

win Is substantially the same as that
he gave before tho Army Medical
School In Washington a few days ago

f and of which as much was printed by

the SliUtarv Burgeon as the exigencies
of the service permitted.

The causo of the toll of death among

the surgeons serving In France be-

came apparent before Col. Goodwin
had proceeded far with his address, for
the regimental aid surgeons are in

l reality fighting men themselves and
go armed with revolvers.

"When the battalion Is ordered to
attack," said CoL Goodwin In a calm,
even voice, "the regimental medical
officer should, as far as possible, keep
near the commanding officer and move
forward with him. If the attack Is
successful there will be a certain num-

ber of wounded In No Man's Land.
"The medical officer should direct

each of these who are able to walk to
go back, taking shelter as mucn as
possible, until they meet the stretcher
bearers of the field ambulance division
who are coming up behind. Those
wounded who are unable to move
should be placed In shelter. In shell
craters or trenches, and first aid psr- -

formed aa rapidly as possible.
"The medical officer should not de-

lay here. He must at all cost keep In
touch with his battalion and rrfove for-

ward with It. His presence In the
newly won trenches will be of Im-

mense moral value. He can forthwith
set about Improvising a regimental
aid post. Improving shelters for the
wounded and attending to casualties

! as they occur. He should take every
opportunity to get In communication
either by telephone or messenger with
the field ambulance bearer division,
which will now, under a pretty heavy

' shell flre, "be clearing the wounded
' from the area through which he has

just come."
Some one asked Col. Goodwin how

It would be possible for a regimental
officer advancing with a battalion to
attend to so many wounded.

Death In So Man's Land.
"He can do first aid." was tho an- -'

, ewer, "but he should endeavor to move
forward with his battalion. He can, as
a rulp, place wounded men In fairly
good, shelter, and If he can do that
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rigantlc way, and although It was an
absolutely new thing for the city there
was never a moment when success
was not certain and when the possible
failures of other sections were not
cure to be made up here,

Hnrr n Million XV n Itnlseil.
Naturally at the beginning It was

up to the bankers, the financiers, the
business men and the men of affairs
generally to organize In such a way as
to Insuie a triumph, quite naturally
al'o this Involved a tremendous sac- -

rlftce on the part of those concerned, i

end equally naturnlly the sacrifice wns
made without a word of complaint and '

Jn a spirit of splendid cooperation and
willingness, Men already engaged In
great enterprises gnvo their time un- - '

stlntrdly, added hours upon hours of
labor to their already husy days, gave
not only time and money tout enthu- - '

sl.ifm and loyalty that Is beyond price
nnd that set a wonderful example to
lets successful citizens In every walk j

of life.
The organization of the machinery

to raise tho loan seemed at the outset
n mo't forbidding proposition, but al-

most before an' one could realize It It
nas operating with tho smoothness
and preiblon of a gigantic clock. First
of all there was the contral control

In hp fnrmiM.
Klrnnfr .Ir nhalrmuti of

the Federal Heserve Bank nf New
T orlt. beramp chairman of this body,
fnd with him tho following eminent
members nf the world of finance

themselves: James K. Alex- - ,

anrter (ieorgn F. Baker, Allen ft. i

Forbes Oaten tV McGarrah, J, P.
Morgan Scwaul I'rrawr, Pharle? H.I

.iKrnh H Kchlff Frank A Van-- .
derllp Albert II Wlggm and William
"Woodward, As alternates for these
mn were Pierre Jay. J. H. Ardrey, F.
1. Hlne, K, U. Bweezy, John McHugh,

with every man ho should congratu-
late himself,

"If he had fifty cases, twenty-fiv- e

would probs'bly be more serious. He
cannot manage twenty-fiv- e cases
without taking at least twenty min-
utes. He cannot delay long, however,
as the ibattallon Is probably going Into
the next trench, and he must at all
costs endeavor to be with them.

"I grant that It Is difficult Indeed,
but we have to do our best. There
has been the suggestion to abolish the,
post of medical officor with tho bat-
talion, but I am personally very much
opposed to that,"

"What about the barrage, Colonel7"
asked one of the listeners.

"You net quite a certain number of
men killed by this barfage fire In No
Man's l,and," replied Dr. Goodwin. "It
is going on the whole time, of course,
but It Is astonishing the number of
men that you can get safely back
through the communicating trenches.

"Out of a total of 6,000 casualties you
will probably get back 4,000 to 5,000
right away to the clearing station.
Sometimes the wounded have to stay
In the front area all day in the dugouts
and then when the fire decreases at
night you get them hack. Sometimes
it seems Impossible, but you can man-
age 'to do It."

Speaking of the field ambulance. Col.
Goodwin said that It was largely com-
posed of newly commissioned officers
with men under them who are little
more than boys.

"They go cheerfully and quietly for
ward." he added, "Into positions which
cm only be described as unmitigated
hell."

Dr. Goodwin then tersely laid down
some general axioms for the guidance
of the surgeon In the field and put
especial stress upon this:

"Keep cheery. Your mental attitude
will have considerable effect upon the
men."

Medical Corps Ilevoc.
Although as the organization of the

war hospitals proceeds there may be
comparative safety for the surgeons
at the bases, tho ranks of the profes-
sion are being constantly depleted by
the demand for first aid on the firing
line. This Is the duty of the regi-
mental medical officers, to whom Dr.
Goodwin refers, and among these there
has been the greatest loss of life.

When the war began many of the
best surgeons of both England and
France were sent to the furthest front.
So many of the profession have lost
their lives that In these days when a
skilled and experienced surgeon Is
worth as much to an army as' a Colo-
nel, to quote the words of Dr. Fred-
erick H. Albee, who has recently re-

turned to this city from the European
battle fronts, every effort is being
made to protect the surgeons.

Army surgeons who are serving
with the battalions are Instructed to
fall back In the event of a retreat and
not to try to stay with tho wounded,
as their capture would deprive the ser-
vice of their help In the restoration of
the slightly wounded to the fighting
line.

Turning over the pages of the Lon-
don Lancet brings to light column af-
ter column of casualties among the
army surgeons. A special department
Is devoted to the losses sustained by
the medical personnel each week.
Both old and young are on the muster
roll of death.

Here, for instance, Is the record of
Capt. Joseph Ellis Milne, "killed In ac-
tion In France." He met death at his
aid post In the first trench, where he
had given Instructions that no wounded
man wan to be removed unless he had
first seen him.

Capt. Hamilton Mathewson. a physi-
cian of the Medical Corps, as was Capt.
Milne, wns mortally wounded by a
German sniper as he was attempting
to aid a wounded man in front of the
firing line. Ho died in four days.

It is set down that Lieut. Thomas
.Tones, M. n., was killed In action be-
cause he Insisted on ministering to
men who were so seriously wounded
that they could not tako shelter from
shell fire which he braved. He was
killed whllo striving to drag a wounded
soldier from No Man's Land.

War Honors Won.
Together with the chronicles of

death In the discharge of duties go
many records of rewards for personal
bravery. There are hundreds of the
British army surgeons who have won
a place in the Distinguished Service
Order and many have received decora- -

huvo
u. jay, .Mortimer L. Schiff, C. V.

Rich, K. R. and E. H. Ferry.
James F. Curtis was chosen secretary
of the committee, Ellsworth C. Grey
his assistant, and M. Andenson
of ,.I, P. Morgan & Co. as executive
manager.

From this committee grew
the branches, the duty of
which was to extend the propa-
ganda among citizens of every

and occupation, to get at the man
who could buy a million dollars worth
of bonds and to pay no less attention
to the man, woman or child who might
be able to purchase one for $50. In
large measure the task of this com-
mittee was educational In nature.

York had the money to
tribute, hut the mass of citizens
were unfamiliar with propost-tlon- s.

The work was to make
understand what It meant, that It was
a national loan, to pay for the coun-
try's part In the war, that patriotic
duty was Involved and that It was, In
short, up to those who couldn't enlist
to Invest, that it was not a rich man's
war, but everybody's war, and that
every dollar Invested meant another
bullet sent against the Teutonic autoc-
racy.

of the central there grew
almost night a wonderfully

organization. There was a
committee on distribution, headed by
Allen H. Forbes and with such asso-
ciates as Moreau A. Iselln,
Krnest Iselln, C. F--. Mitchell, N. D.
Jay. W. Hradley and Pliny Firk: a
committee on publicity, of which the
ubiquitous Frank A, Vanderllp was
chairman, with Guy Kmeraon,

of the National Rank of
Commerce, as secretary and
Egan and W, fi. Kles as and a
bond lsue committee, with William
Woodward, W. E. Frew, G.E.Gregory,
L. n. Bailer- and 1- - a
members.
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WOUNDED
STATON

tlons for bravery both from England
and France.

Conspicuous for gallantry on the
field of battle Is Dr. David E. Wheeler,
son of Everett P. Wheeler, a lawyer
of this city.

Dr. Wheeler was practising his pro-

fession In Buffalo at the outbreak of
4aa ritpnnnn wnr. T n wam tha flff
of the American surgeons whom This
Dun sent io rnnce wiwi wuiiry rujj-plle- d

for that by the se

do Tallyrsnd. After service In
battles he enlisted as a prl- -

vate In the Foreign Legion, where he I

acted also ns a regimental surgeon. ,

ur. wnpeier periorjneci inn uuiirs
with especial coolness and bravery at
the battle of Champagne, where ho
was badly wounded In the leg by a
fragment of shell. Although suffer-- 1

Ing ngony. as bones were shattered, j

he. crawled back from the front for
four miles, stopping on his to give
first aid to wounded comrades or to j

administer hypodermic Injections of
morphine to ease their pain. For this I

deed he received from the French
Onvernment the Croix do Guerre.
After recovering from his wounds he

'

spent three monins wormng ior me
American Ambulance nt Neullly ond
he Is now attached to tho military
hospital in Heading, England.

One of the heroes of the war is Tcm- -
CiLvann IfnrnM TI . i.iO fl G

O. and also the wearer of tho Croix de
I Guerre aveo palme, bestowed upon

him by the President of France for '

conspicuous gallantry and devotion to
duty. He persisted In remaining In the
open with the wounded under heavy
flre and at great risk gave first aid
and remained at his work until the
Injured were removed.

In the accounts of deaths of the
British army surgeons there occasion- -
ally appears a line to tho effect that '

they died from pneumonia or some
disease to exhaustion or exposure,
but generally the story Is one of vlo-- 1

lent death. There are found such ref-- I
ertnees as these: "His death was due
to a chanco shell which hit him while
at work Just behind the firing line."

Lord NorthcllfTo In his recent book
"At the War" devotes a chapter to the
army surgeons, who within the danger
zone and often In dugouts nnd under-- 1

ground hospitals directly on tho firing
line were dressing the wounds of men
Just brought from the trenches. In
one case section of captured German
trench work had been converted Into a

j subterranean hospital, to which the '

men were brought for the first dress-
ing of their wounds.

The enemy had evidently tho ranget

nf the place, for within a few
shells had been planted near each of

l n tnltw, nnrwrm Till. ,m t.nt'n hann t
iiir (uiu i ih tn j imt n im 11

with the view of destroying it, or
again there may have been enough
grim humor on the part of tho Ger-
mans to notify the English to be gooA

The whole scheme under'whlch tho
wounded are removed from the field of
battle and ecnt to places of at least
comparative safety puts tremendous
work and responsibility on the modern
army surgeon. First of all nre th

, regimental aid posts In the thickest of

Industries and professions there wore
scores of npecial committees. The
national banks organized under the
leadership of Harvey D. Gibson, S. H.
Miller, Louis G, Kaufman and Ernest
Stauffen, Jr.; the State banks under
Walter 15. Frew, Stephen linker and
Oscar L. Richards; the trust com-
panies under Charles H. Sabln, Edwin
G. Merrill and Cornelius It. Agnew;
the savings banks under John J. Pul-ley- n,

Andrew D. Balrd and Daniel
Barnes; the railroads got together
under A, H. Smith of the New York
Central, L. F. Loree of the Delaware
and Hudson, F. D. Underwood of tho
Erie and W. H. Truesdale of the
Lackawanna; Union N. Rethell nf the
Amnrlrnn Telenhone and Telecranh
Company, Charles M. Schwab, John ,

Hays Hammond and A. C. of ;
'

the Standard OH represented the In -
Hnutrlnl Interents- - nrnrirn n Pnrtelvnn
nf the Consolidated Gas Company,
Theodore P. Khonts of the Interior- -
ough. Nicholas F.Brady Thomas
A. McCarter stood lip for the public
utility concerns; jrwm f. jvingsiey,
William A. Day, F. Dryden
and other for the Insurance
companies.

New ork Stock hxclmngo houses

members under the Cha rmansh n of
Johni. W. Prentiss; Mil hel and
comptroller Prendergast. assisted by
the five Borough Presidents, tho city,
Luuiiiu-riiunr- .n ...... ... v ...

.,' '. . , . t,nrimoni. oir.
meyen4 fcldnsy Bor

j

AT TEMPOPAl?V-
the fight, where there la time only
the from the medical officer. !

All cases are taken back to an ad-
vanced dressing station or to points at
which motor or horse drawn ambu-
lances are available. At such ad-
vanced stations the surgeons reapply
dressings when necessary, the
cases Into groups and forwarding the
severely wounded to the main casualty
station and those of slighter nature to
tho corps main dressing Every
sunerer no gets as xar dbck as ,

the casualty station receives an lnjec- -
tlon of BOO units of antl-tetan- serum,
and at tho baso hospital a second 1n-- "
jeeuon is given.

Tho fact that there are so many i

agencies for tho relief of the wounded '

within what Is really a danger zone Is .

commented upon In the recent report
prepared by Dr. Charles L. Gibson for
the New York Hospital, where he Is
attending Dr. Gibson has
lately been at the front both In France
ond Belgium.

-- The close proximity to the trenches,"

bHfHI

FEENCH AMBULANCE
CLEANING A BATTLEFIELD,

he pays, "of a thoroughly equipped and
organized Institution, comprising a
nlnlrjlrl r.A.onn.At artA tt.A . I f". n . neikncu jici nuuiici nun inn ,iie,it-i- t t.-.-

slblo surgical skill, means giving to
the unfortunate victims of tho war
the maximum of relief. In most cases
tho promptness with which the effects
of the dangerous wounds aro remedied
renders possible the saving of not only
a life but prevents great disability
suffering.

"As a typical example of the perfec
tion of tho system I saw a soldier who

'at .1 o'clock In the afternoon received
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States George W. any reward had It been offered. They Now that tho Liberty Loan

Mr. Wlckersham wns were nctuated solely by patriotic Ished there are several other big tasks
also head the lawyers' subdivision, votlnn and the services thry gave confronting New York city One is
and with him worked Joseph j could ne or compensated Ui money. the rnlslng of $40,000,000 of the'
Choate, Jr., William Guthrie, H was beyond prlco ami et It wns no $100,000,000 Red Cross war fund. The,
Georgo L. Ingraham, Charles K. i

Hughes, John Mllburn, Morgan J.
O'Brien nnd others.

J. White, J. Waldo Smith, B. ,

Thayer, Henry Towne and T A.
Gillespie represented the engineers;
Bertram Goodhue, Cass Gilbert,
William Rutherford Mend, Donn Bar-
ber and Orosvenor Atterbury, tho
architects; Dr. Walter B. James, Dr.
Lewis A. Stlmson, Dr. Jarohl, Dr,
Ruml,- -i w i mh.r ,.m rvr n,aHB
i nn h r,hvioinn- rr Willlnm
Wallace Walker and Dr. William Cnrr
the dentists.

sei-T- IVlthnnt ry.
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a shell wound while serving In the
trenches. wns promptly carried
out of tho trenchcH, icccivcd efllclon' i

first aid dressing, was brought to La
Panne by a skilfully driven iittomo-bil- e

ambulance, iintw IthsUindlng tho
possibilities of being on tho
was examined by Prof. Depagn In per-
son, X rayed, surgically cleansed,
anasthctlzed nnd operated upon at
once with the aid of tho X plato
which had been promptly developed.
After frngments of shell which had
been deeply embedded In the tissues

than the duty dono
humblest citizen tho city who gave
all could afford

Thero another and until now un-

told story of what theso Liberty
committees addition to con-
tributing tlmo work, In addition to
investing hoavily themselves In tho
bonds, they also gave tho services
scores vnluablo employees nt no
cost to tho Government and to top It

contributed almost nil of
the expenses, heavy ns they wore, of
,,ln boml cnrnpulgn. i

Congress In passing tho Liberty
Loan bill generously provided a million
dollars the r.penses flotation,
Tnl'' ",,H for th" ontlr" conlO'. nnd!
c"nh 'Ufntlv nrir n'i annrA'

'nil' imposing, matJ""" 1 p ifrlntl., innn nf lU f.

.......j "IM
I Mill c f hn t Congress never

uiiM UHI 411114 IL llin 1 U 41

contributions taken Into nccount
the figure would a round million,
This does not Include the 300 salesmen
donated to the cause hy the bond
houses of New York, who canvassed
almost every family In the entire city

whose salaries-so- me them
frnm 5n.nno to $100.non a year

men for the period of the loan would

mXS.J0,Wh llWfT.y thrlr own pockets

- r mougni or nno, as saia u
thn wholesale c(Unt n rcnt.
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' were removed was put to bed and
at ti 30 o'clock that very evening
wns ready to begin a comfortable and

j uneventful

Pnnger Zone Is Wide.
Tho old surgery, It is true, sharp-ene- d

Its scalpels and knives on Its
germ laden shoo soles, and practically
every wound suppurated. The surgery
of what with the bltn of ter- -
rlbly Infected clothing and other dirt' carried into wounds, hns a greater
problem to deal and Pt so

of that campaign start
nnd the nctunl getting of

the the following week. There
i no reason to that tho required
sum will In the
allotted

the Red Cross work
furnishes nnothcr Instance of self- -
sacrifice on the part of New Yorkers,
Henry I. Davison, chairman
committee, gave up his Interests as n
member of firm of J. P. Xfhrcan
A Co., nnd without n cent of nnv Is
devoting his p.ntlro attention to Red
Cross work. he has as- -
soclated with him a number of big
business men who are oleo elvlnir
their to the cause for nothing
Avonnt ,,a on,.' ri .kn

of service.
Th- - !,.. M. , ... .

already been' upon Is Tu?x

. 'Mil lllllltDll l II IlHir
"f this number and has already regis- -
icreii n million persons.

IVom top to bottom this Is a labor
of patriotism, a great majority the
big army engaged In It having volun-
teered without pay. Capt. O. Henry,
director of the census, Just fnr ex-
ample, left nt n minute's no-tic- e

his banking hu'lnnss which
brought him in a huge Income anrl li
devoting all nf his time to the task.

New York cltv alouo there are
40 nun enumerator and wnri.fs
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Honored for Heroism American
Medical Men Prepare to Follow

Example of British
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promptly arc wounds disinfected that
puB seldom forms. Tho perccntngo of
the wounded who dlo Is small as com-
pared with tho victims of our own
civil war. But tho work requires that
the surgeon of the army shall not only
be on the Job at the firing line but at
station which aro not far back of It

A study of the casualties in the Brit-
ish service shows that many of the
surgeons were slain near ambulances
or at dressing stations by chanco shells.
Dr. Patrick J. H. Karrell In his recent
paper on "Tho Military Surgeon on the
Firing Line" comments on tho greater
dangers which tho profession now un-

dergoes as compared with tho perils
of the earlier wars.

If a hospital Is situated within eight
or ten miles of a battle front, so
formldablo Is modern artillery, It Is
really In a danger zone. It Is Impossi-
ble, therefore, to get beyond the actual
line of fire for those surgeons who are
In reality military officers and are ex-

pected to encourage, renew and repair
the personnel of the army.

Thirty to forty miles away from the
actual theatre of the fighting are the
great baso" hospitals where there Is

j
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organ
izations, Thn Woman Suffrngo party
nlono supplies 10,374 workers In 531
election district.

Women 1),, Their Share,
Tho National League for Women's

Service furnishes 6,000, Including ..10
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of tho Y. W. C. A. aro being

used os enrolment place, manned by
the members of that organization.

The Polish organization, of
which Mme. Paderewrta Is chairman,

fifty women interpreters.
Thero are 20,000 volunteers from the
ranks of tlio school teachers who will
work after school hours taking the
census, and all day on Saturdays.

One of tho most interesting sides of
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The State census law provides thatno money may bo donated to carry out

the work but that the services nf vnrt.
ers may be accepted. It was In pur.
kiunce of this Idea that the concerns
named ricked out their best men and
women nnd loaned them tn the State
for the period of tabulation, which Is
fxpected to take fourteen wpp!s inn.
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lclsuro for tho performing of ,rtr!cit
operations. Here, unless tnere u i,J!
suuucn oun in uw joriuncs cf tcip
the surgeon Is In safety, in Francs
alone there are 600,000 patlntslnth.
base hospitals who aro under the can
of skilled specialists.

American Doctors Votnnlrrr,
Some Idea of the caninlti jn ii.

Royal Medical Corps Is conveyed j'v

figures for tho last three months n

1816, which show that 6S oflners ntkilled, 208 wounded and four rmtt.
Ing. Of the men attached to th,s
as bearers and drivers ?10 were It j
and 1,212 were wounded, wh.in t,.
were as In tti ee-- r

alone. Including physicians, sunwr,'
and the enlisted men, them nrn mar
than all the original expeditionary
force.

These figures do not Include the rjr.
gcons and physicians of tho Brltlii
Red Cross and of the Order of

of fit. John of Jerusalem.
The record shows, ns one follows it

week In and out In the Lnnctt
and similar publications, that th
greater number of tho men who wen
killed whllo serving as surgeons at tk
front left highly practical
and that others were engaged in re-

search work in which they had 1.

ready made brilliant reputations, J.
though some of them 'were scarcely
more than tnlrty years or ace.
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under normal conditions.

Thousands of practitioners in tMi
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